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The Karma Mimansa (¥ 2332 ) 9 ¥—" 9T {&aq g—

A Jaimini is credited with the authorship of a Srauta
and a Grhya Sutra, and the name occurs in lists of doubt-
ful anthenticity in Asvalayana and Sankhayana Grhya
Sutras; a Jaiminiya Samhita and a Jaiminiya Brahmana
of the Sama Veda are extant

It is, then, a plausible conclusion that the Mimansa
Sutra does not date after 200 A. D., but that it is probably
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“This mention is enough to prove that Mahidasa did
not write the Aranyaka. But it is qunite probable that he
was the redactor of the Brahmana. in its form of forty
chapters.”
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“But we find the highest age described as 1600 years,
in the Chhandogya Upanisad (3:16. 7]. where 1t is said ‘he
lived for sixteen hundred years".”
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The investigation of the Brahmans has shown that.
being mainly concerned with speculatian on the nature of
sacrifice, they were already far removed from the spirit of
the composers of the Vedic hymns, and contain very little
(ﬂapabie of throwing light on the original sense of those
hymns. They only give occasional explanations of the
sense of the Mantras and these explanations are often very
fanciful. How completely they c¢an misunderstand the
meaning intended by the seers appears sufficiently from
the following two examples. The Satapatha Brahmana
(vii. 4, 1,9) in referring to the refrain of Rv. X. 121.

w0 2am gfw faam

‘to what god should we offer worship with oblation.
says ‘Ka is Prajapati : to him let" us offer oblation.
Another Brahmana passage, in explaining the epithet
¢ golden-handed ’  ( fgqwy-an¥ ) as applied - to the sun,
remarks that the sun had lost his hand and had got instead
one of gold. Quite apart from the linguistic evidence.
such interpretations show that there was already -a con-
siderable gap between the period of the Brahmanas and
that of the Mantras.

Bhandarkar commemora.tion Volume Poona 1917.
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The Brahmanas represent no doubt a most interesting
phase in the history of the Indian mind, but judged by
themselves, as literary productions, they are most disap-
pointing. No one would have supposed that at so early
a period, and in so primitive a state of society, there could
have risen up a literature which for pedantry and down-
right absurdity can hardly be matched anywhere. There
1s no lack of striking thoughts, of bold expressions, of
sound reasoning, and curious traditions in these collections.
But these are only like the fragments of a ‘torso’ like
pregious. gems. set in brass and lead. The general character
of these.works is marked by shallow and insipid grandi-
loquence, by priestly conceit, and antiquarion pedantry.
It is most important to the historian that he should know
how soon the fresh and healthy growth of a nation can be
blighted by priesteratt and superstition. Tt is most im-
portant that. we should know that nations are liable to
these.epidemics in, their youth as well as in their dotage.
These works deserve to be studied as. the physician
studies the twaddle of idiots; and the raving of: madmen *
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By ( the breath of ) his mouth he created the gods.
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Sometimes, however, we feel surprised at the pre-
cision, with which even such modern writers as Kumarila
are able to read the true meaning of their mythology.
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The whole passage is difficult and obscure.
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“T want to answer the call of nature.”
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<uch words as sloka, nivid. re, gatha, anustubh which denote
ditferent kinds of verses or compositions and can never have
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¢ —gh desaad S. B. E. vol. XLVI, Hymns to Agni,
7o ¢ 9T fo@dr E—

Agni, whatever sacrifice and worship! thou encom-

passest on every side,
Note 1. “Worship’ is a very inadequate translation of

¥a%, which is nearly a synonym of gg.......-. Prof. Max
Muller writes: ‘T accept the native explanation 3-4Y, with-
out a flaw, perfect whole, holy.’
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Agni, the perfect sacrifice which thou encompassest

about.
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O Agni, the worship and sacrifice that thou encom-
passest on every side, I8 apgw—again coordination with

a; the former has a wider sense—worship (prayer and
offering); the latter—sacrificial act.
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W%{:—the rocky mountain (cloud)
fifrg —the rocky mountain.
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W{—the gnarled cloud,
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fiffg—. .. .the wild boar, shooting through the
mountain.
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whose ordinances for the sacrifice are true.
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Agni watches sacrifice and service.*
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R forear & —
“As to the physical basis of the Acvins the language

of the Rsis’ is so vague that they themselves do not seem
to have understood what phenomenon these deities
represented.” ‘

@) AFSHS T AT Vedic Reader. 70 ¢ 9 #t ¥y &
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“The physical basis of the Asvins has been a puzzle
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trom the time of the earliest interpreters before Yaska,
who offered various explanations, while modern scholars
also have suggested several theories. The two most: pro-
hable are that the Asvins represented either the morning
twilight, as half light and half dark, or the .morning and
the evening star.”

(A1) 1Z WERT A9 Lectures on Rigveda Jo 203—2ux 7
fod §—

“But these theories (dawn and the spring) cannot
tully explain all the details connected with these legends.”
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“Nasatya is supposed by some to be a patronymic,
the old grammarians ingeniously fabricated for it the
sense of “true not false” but I take it from ‘nay’ to nmove.
"7 'They show that the Acvins are twin ivine powers
whose special function is to perfect the nervous or vital
being in man in the sense of action and enjoyment. But
they are also powers of truth, of intelligent action, of right
enjoyment.”
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