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In my opinion it will not be far from truth to assign
Madhava son of Venkata,about the tenth century A.D.
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“*he 1s earlier than Sayana and may have lived
about the tenth or ninth century of the Christian Era.
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*-"Mahidhara, the commentator of the Sukla Yajur
Veda, who belonged to c. 1100 A. D., mentions a prede-
cessor Madhava byname. This predecessor of Mahidhara is
probably to be identified with Madhava, son of Venkata.
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trammels of traditional interpretation. The standard
commentary of the famous Sayanacharya is held of little

account by him.
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“We may divide the whole of Sanskrit literatuie,
beginning with the Rig-Ved and ending with Dayanada’s
Introduction to his edition of the Rig-veda, his by mo

means uninteresting  Rig-veda-bhumika, into two great

periodsz”1

1—India what can it teach us, Lecture II1.
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1t is objected to the sense Dayananda gave to the

Veda that 1t is no true sense but an arbitrary fabrication
of nuaginative learning and igenuity, to his method that

it 1s fantastic and unacceptable tothe critical reason, to his
teaching of a revealed Scripture that the very idea is a
rejected superstition impossible for any enlightened
mind to admit or to announce sincerely.

I shall only state the broad principles underlying his
thought about the Veda as they present themselves to ne.

To start with the mnegation of his work by his
critics, in whose mouth does it lie to accuse Dayananda’s
dealing with the Veda of a fantastic or arbitrary
ingenuity ? Not in the mouth of those who accept
Sayana’s traditional interpretation. For 1if ever there
was a monument of arbitrarily erudite ingenuity, of
great learning divorced, as great learning too often is,
from sound ]udgmeut and sure taste and a faithful

a—mﬁrtm%qqmwmww% =g 99 Tt ar
N GFO WG WA QR A 8, TA GhA 39 A AN |
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critical and comparative observation, from direct seeing
and often even from plainest common sense or of’ a
constant fitting of the text into the Procrushean bed of
preconceived theory, it is surely this commentary, other-
wise so imposing, so useful as first crude material, so
erudite and laborious, left to us by the Acharya Sayana.
Nor does the reproach lie in the mouth of those who
take as final the recent labours of European scholarship.
For if ever there was a toil of interpretation in which
the loosest vein has been given to an ingenious specula-
tion, in which doubtful indications have been snatched at
as certain proofs, in which the boldest conclusions have
been ingisted upon with the scantiest justification, the
most enormous difflculties ignored and preconceived
prejudice maintained in face of the clear and often
admitted suggestions of the text, it 1s sﬁre]y this labour,
so eminently respectable otherwise for its industry, good
will and power of research, performed through a long
century by European Vedic scholarship.

What is the main positive issue in this matier ?
An interpretation of Veda must stand or fall by its
central conception of the Vedic religion and the amount
of support given to it by the intrinsic evidence of the
Veda itself. Here Dayananda’s view is quite clear, its
foundation inexpugnable. The Vedic hymns are chanted
to the One deity under many names, names which are used
and even designed to express His qualities and powers.
Was this conception of Dayananda’s arbitrary conceit
fetched out of his own too ingenious imagination ? Not
at all; it is the explicit statement of the Veda itself;
“One existent, sages’”’ not the ignorant, mind you, but
seers, the men of knowledge,—"speak of in many ways,
as Ind'ra,. as Yama, as Matarisvan, as Agni,” The
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Vedic Rishis ought surely to have known something

about their own religion, more, let us hope than Roth
or Max Muller, and this is what they knew.

We are aware how modern scholars twist away
from the evidence. - This hymn, they say, was a late
production, this loftier idea which it expresses with so
clear a force rose up somehow in- the later Aryan mind
or was borrowed by those ignorant fire-worshipers, sun-
worshipers, sky-worshipers from their cultured and
philosophic Dravidian enemies. But throughout the Veda
we bave confiramatory hymns and expressions: Agni or
Indra or another is expressly hymned as one with all
the other gods. Agni contains all other divine powers
within himself, the Maruts are described as all the gods,
one deity is addressed by the names of others as well
as his own, or, most commonly, heis given as Lord and
King of the universe, attributes only appropriate to the
Superme Deity. Ah, but that caunot mean, ought not to
mean, must not mean the worship of One; let us invent
a new word, call it henotheism and suppose that the
Rishis did not really believe Indra or Agni to be the
Supreme Deity but treated any god or every god as
such for the nonce, perhaps that he might feel the more
flattered and lend a more gracious ear for so hyperbolic
a compliment ! But why should not the foundation of
Vedic thought be natural monotlieism rather than this new
fangled moustrosity of henotheism ?  Well, because
primitive barbarians could not possibly have risen to such
high counceptions and if you allow them to have so risen
you imperil our theory of evolutionary stages of the
human development and you destroy our whole idea
about the sense of the Vedic hymns and their place in
the history of mankind. Trath must hide herself,
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common sense disappear from the field so that a theory -
may flourish ! I ask, in this point, and it is the funda-
mental point, ‘who deals most straightforwardly with
the text, Dayananda or the Western scholars ?

+ But if this fundamental point of Dayananda’s is
granted, if the character given by the Vedic Rishis
themselves to their gods is admitted, we are bound, when-
ever the hymns speak of Agni or another, to see behind
that name present always to the thought of Rishis the
one Supreme Deity or else one of His powers with its
attendant qualities or workings. Immediately the whole
character of the Veda is fixed in the sense Dayananda
gave to it ; the merely ritual, mythological, polytheistic
interpretation of Sayana collapses, the merely meteoro-
logical and naturalistic European interpretation collapses.
We have instead a real scripture, one of the world’s
sacred books and tlLe divine word of a lofty and noble

religion.
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1—A Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Mss. Asiatic
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That he wrote his commentary in 2 hermitage near
Jammu is proved by the colophon on f. 132 v. at the end
of the eleventh chapter of .Nirukta, which runs as follows:
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This shows that the full name cf the commentator
was Durgasimha. The fact that he lived in a hermitage

and was addressed as bhagvat indicates that he was an
ascetic and belonged to some particular order of Sannyas.
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A manuscript of his commentary in the Bodelian
Library 1s dated 1887 A.D.......... The manuscript was
copied at Bhrigukshetra in the reign of Maharana-Durga-
simhavijaya
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